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REGENERATION AND HOUSING PANEL 

 

 
Monday, 27th March, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillor Clare Cleary (in the Chair), Councillors Jean Battle, 

Tony Dobson, Stewart Eaves and June Harrison 
 

Apologies Mohammad Ayub and Joyce Plummer 

  

 
119 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Ayub and Plummer.   
 

120 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest of dispensations submitted at the meeting. 
 

121 Minutes of Last Meeting held on 23rd January 2017 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Regeneration and Housing Panel held on 23rd 
January 2017 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

122 Housing Renewal Funding 
 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer submitted a report to inform the Panel of progress 
with the 2016/17 Housing Renewal Programme.  She indicated that there was adequate 
funding available to finance commitments within the financial year 2016/17 and outlined 
details of spend and overspend within the housing renewal programme.  She referred to the 
need to make compulsory purchase orders and the progress being made with this.  The 
Panel was informed that the Council’s capital programme for housing renewal for 2017/18 
had been approved with estimated carry forward amounts which included new funding for 
lower Woodnook. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

123 Woodnook Update 
 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer submitted a report on progress with the 
Woodnook regeneration project.  She reported: 

 on Phase 1 which involved bringing back a number of properties into use with 62 of the 
64 dwellings being complete.   

 that 17 properties had been transferred over to the Woodnook Joint Venture Company 
(JVCO) on 10th March with works to the two remaining properties to follow on within the 
next few months.   

 works on 22 out of the 60 dwellings in Phase 2 were almost complete and that 
PlaceFirst would be renting these out as they have with the previous 10.   

 work on the final phase in the Lower Woodnook area would follow in the next financial 
year including refurbishing 26 properties and facelifting 78 properties.  
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 works on the public realm in the Booth Street and Priestly Nook area had been 
completed and PlaceFirst were looking at holding a celebratory opening event. 

 phase 1 and 2 of the facelifting works had been completed.   

 the pedestrian crossing consultation phase had finished and that they were liaising with 
Lancashire County Council to complete works.  The pedestrian crossing should be 
installed during this financial year.   

 
Members expressed concerns about the use of alleygates again because of the problems 
with them in the past.  It was suggested that the Council used the funding for alleygates to 
enforce the prevention of littering.   
 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer reported that public space protection orders were 
powers used for installing alleygates.  She pointed out that alleygates would be used in 
three areas and that residents would be made aware of them.  She also pointed out that the 
alleygates would be located in selective licensing areas and therefore the area would be 
monitored and incidents of littering would be enforced.     
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

124 Town Centre Update 
 
The Town Centre Manager submitted a report to provide the Panel with an update of issues 
surrounding Accrington Town Centre and Markets.  She reported on the success of the 
events that had been held in the town centre but pointed out that the organisers of the 
Dickensian Event and the Beach Party would not be organising any events in 2017.  She 
reported that as these events had been successful the Council may organise these in the 
future.  She reported that they were working with the Town Centre Team to discourage 
crime and that the town centre radio link had been very successful.  She indicated that 
possible funding was available from the Community Safety Partnership for additional radios.   
 
She reported that there had been four new tenants in the Market Hall but reported on efforts 
to further increase footfall in the market by promoting the market at the Great Harwood 
Show.  She indicated that if this proved successful they would consider continuing this at 
other Shows.   
 
The Regeneration and Property Manager reported that the THI plans had been approved 
by Planning in February and the trees outside of the market had been cut down.  She 
reported that plans for Blackburn Road and Peel Street had been completed but did not 
require formal planning permission.  She reported that current estimates reflected costs that 
would exceed the budget which could result in a reduction of works.  Works should start on 
the THI Square in July 2017 and end in July 2018.  She pointed out that there had only 
been one business, Bet Fred, from the area on the plan marked red requesting a grant to 
upgrade their shop front.  Businesses in the next priority zone had been offered grants and 
6 out of 20 businesses had expressed interest.  She referred to the third part of THI being 
activities and referred to the project ‘Amazing Accrington Film’ and to the contribution, 
made by local schools, to the film.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

125 Housing and Environmental Standards 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on actions 
taken by the Environmental Protection Team in relation to the land and buildings 
detrimental to the amenity of the area during the period 1st January to 29 February 2017.  
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He reported that 37 sites had been restored through intervention and that there had been 
23 new cases within the last two months.   
 
Members commented on the success of the enforcement work and requested further 
information on a property on Blackburn Road which had been burnt out and the vacant 
former tax office on Castle Street.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported that 
the HMRC was still the tenant of the former tax office building and they had continued to 
maintain the building.  He reported that the lease on this building was coming to an end and 
that discussions were taking place between HMRC and the Council on its future.   
 
Councillor Dobson referred to the 23 new referrals to the Enforcement Team and queried if 
this was a comparably low or high figure within the last 2 months.  The Environmental 
Protection Manager reported that there had been a slight increase in the number of 
properties being referred to the Team but suggested that pro-active work in Rishton, Spring 
Street and the Woodnook areas may account for this.   
 
Members requested information on the progress of the Working Mens Club, and the 
Printers Arms, Oswaldtwistle and the Pioneer Works.  The Environmental Protection 
Manager provided a progress report on both properties.  The Head of Regeneration and 
Housing indicated that a table of all properties and the outcome of Enforcement Procedures 
since enforcement action started would be produced in a report for the next meeting.   
 
The Panel held a discussion on the Church Canal Gateway site and Members referred to 
the urgency of making improvements to the site and taking enforcement action if necessary.  
The Head of Regeneration and Housing explained the complexities of making 
improvements to the site but pointed out that they were liaising with the owners of the site, 
Sykes International, to promote the area and indicated that there had been some 
commercial interest.  He also informed the Panel that the Council had taken some 
enforcement action but pointed out that they had to be careful what interventions were put 
in place or there could be significant costs to the taxpayer.   
 
Resolved               (1) That the Head of Regeneration and Housing submits a report 

showing a table of all properties and the outcome using the 
enforced sales procedures since the procedure had been 
introduced for the next meeting; and 

       (2)  That the Head of Regeneration and Housing submits a 
progress report on the Church Canal Gateway site to a future 
meeting. 

 
126 Hyndburn Homes Annual Report - Year End 31st March 2016 

 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to provide the Panel with an 
update on Hyndburn Homes in compliance with the terms of the Housing Stock Transfer 
Agreement, produced after the transfer of housing stock in 2006; and that Cabinet would be 
updated on the performance of Hyndburn Homes. He provided the Panel with a summary of 
the report and drew Members’ attention to Section 4 which set out the key issues that 
Hyndburn Homes would have to deal with in the future due to the financial pressures on the 
company which had arisen due to the welfare reforms implemented by the Government.  
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported that consideration of these constraints 
had resulted in a review of the senior management structure which had resulted in the 
current Managing Director function of Hyndburn Homes being deleted.  He reported that 
Hyndburn Homes would still being governed by the Board of Management and 
operationally it would be managed by a new post, the Operations Director for Lancashire.  
Annual reports would continue to be submitted by Hyndburn Homes to the Council and the 
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new Regional Director would continue to meet with the Head of Regeneration and Housing 
and the Cabinet Portfolio for Housing. 
 
Members referred to the new management structure and questions were raised about the 
impact of this.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing indicated that he would submit a 
report illustrating the changes to senior management at Hyndburn Homes to the next 
meeting of the Panel.   
 
Councillor Harrison requested that the Head of Regeneration and Housing asked that 
Hyndburn Homes continued to enforce tenancy conditions to ensure that the newly 
improved properties in the Woodnook area maintained their new standard.  The Head of 
Regeneration and Housing indicated that he would raise this issue with the new Operations 
Manager. 

Resolved (1) That the report be approved; and 

 (2) That the Head of Regeneration and Housing submit a 
report illustrating the changes to the senior 
management structure at Hyndburn Homes to the next 
meeting of the Panel.    

 
127 Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) Report 

 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing presented the Panel on behalf of the Housing 
Strategy and Policy Manager, to Cabinet to seek their approval for the Home Energy 
Conservation Act (HECA) Report for submission to the Department for Business, Energy 
and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) and to update on energy efficiency activity being undertaken 
in the borough.  He informed the Panel that Councils were required to report on home 
energy conservation to the Government every two years and referred Members to page 4 of 
the report which referred to key activity in the borough.  He reported that twenty households 
were benefitting from good funding in the borough and explained how Hyndburn continued 
to work to assist in the delivery of energy efficiency measures to fuel poor households in 
Hyndburn.   

Resolved - That the report be noted  
 

128 Increasing Housing Supply 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to update the Panel on progress 
with new housing development across the Borough.  He reported that the Council’s 
application for funding for the new ‘Housing Zone and Large site: enabling and 
development fund’ to finance a masterplan and delivery strategy had been successful.  He 
provided further detail on proposed new homes for the following areas: 

 Lyndon Park, Great Harwood 

 Parker Place, Rishton 

 Church Bank Works, Kirk Road, Church 

 West Accrington 
 
He reported that a housing developer event at been held at the Dunkenhalgh Hotel aimed 
at getting smaller house developers interested in small developments and that Hyndburn 
had promoted seven sites for which there had been interest from some of the approximately 
60 organisations that attended.   
 
Councillor Dobson referred to 3.7 of the report and pointed out that although nearly all the 
properties in Phoenix Phase 2 had been completed there was significant gap funding for 
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the final phase.   The Head of Regeneration and Housing explained why the work has 
stalled on the final phase.   

Resolved - That the report be noted.    
 

129 Urgent Business 
 
There was no urgent business. 
 

130 The Time and Date of Future Meetings: 
 
Monday 22nd May at 10 am 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


